
Weekly Plan 4/27 

Weekly Teams Meeting: Thursday 4/30 

Day Assignment: 
All assignments are located on teams. 
Just click on assignment, complete the 

pages and turn in the assignment. 

Monday Running Dry day1assignment 
12 points 

Tuesday Software for 16 minutes and 
complete software assignment 

for 4/28 
15 points 

Wednesday Running Dry day 2 assignment 
12 points 

Thursday Software for 16 minutes and 
complete software assignment 

for 4/30 
15 points 

Friday California video comparison 
assignment 
17 points 
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Three experts propose ways to manage 

California’s historic drought. 
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A prolonged drought has affected much of the US 
West. It is a crisis of historic proportions. Everyone 
has an opinion about it. 

Here, three experts share their ideas. Are they right? 
Wrong? You decide. 

Sometimes what you don’t see can hurt you. Water scientist 

and author Jay Famiglietti thinks green parks and lawns may 

give a false sense of security about California’s water supply. 

1 Too Green? 
1 Southern California water managers are doing such a 

great job that you would hardly know we are in the midst of the 
worst drought since recordkeeping began in the late 1800s. 

2 However, excellence in water management has a real 
downside: a false sense of security. It is exceedingly difficult to 
convey the urgency of the situation when almost everything 
around us is green. 

3 There are three important steps that our region can take 
to have an immediate effect on sustaining our water 
supply beyond just 12 to 18 months. 

4 The first is awareness of our water supply situation. 
Our water has three main sources: snowmelt from the Sierra 
Nevada, local groundwater, and imported water from the 
Colorado River basin. 

5 Unfortunately, all three of these sources are drying up. 
The amount of available freshwater from each has 
declined significantly during the drought. 

6 Second, it is time, right now, for mandatory water 
restrictions, with enforcement and fines for violations. 

7 Third, we must press for better management of the 
state’s groundwater supply. 

8 This is a real emergency that requires a real emergency 
response. If Southern California does not step up and 
conserve its water, and if the drought continues on its 
epic course, there is nothing more that our water 
managers can do for us. 

enforcement carrying out effectively 

Op-Ed Articles 
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Key Idea 

What does Jay Famigliettire 
commend to manage California’s 
drought? 

Famiglietti recommends 

Use Word Strategies 

What words or phrases does 
Famiglietti use that tell you he thinks 
California’s government should control 
how much water people use? 

Famiglietti uses the words and phrases 

Stretch 

Write a tweet of about 25 words 
urging California’s government to 
protect its water supply. Focus on one 
of the author’s three recommended 
steps. Use precise words. 

STRATEGY TOOLKIT 

Word Strategies 

Think about how the words the 
authors chose helped clarify 
their ideas. 

Water Fight 105 

 

The green parks and lawn give a 
false sense of security. 
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California Comparison Video 
Click on the link and watch the video. As you do complete chart 1 below  
Video link:  https://www.nsf.gov/news/mmg/mmg_disp.jsp?med_id=74905&from=  

 

 

 

Now you will compare the video to the reading from this week in the chart below.  

 

Source Video “Too Green” “Use more, 
pay more” 

Reuse it 

Solution to 
water issues. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finally answer the following question below: Which had a better solution to water problems and why?  

 

Question Response 
What are the three main sources of 
imported water for Los Angeles? 

 

How do L.A water managers plan to 
make the city more sustainable? 

 

What are the three ways the urban 
water cycle would reduce L.A’s water 
imports? 

 


